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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

Text No., 1

t /-~

an_uvaca-<the SBupreme Personality of Godhead

Bald, m--branscendentu, M—-ag&in, éravak.sx -=X
shall "’5A€§§§Q§§i?b‘ all knowledge,/géeﬂegf‘xnowledge,

/ﬂ@ggg!gyabhe upreme, _Qiy-whloh, lgg;vi--knonlng,/!éggxggg-
the sages, dg;ze--all, Yaran--transcendental, giddhim--per-
fection, ;atram this world, !ncih--attaln.

The Buprems Perscnality of Godhead saidt I shall again
declare to you this supreme wisdom, the best of all knowledge;
knowing which, all the sages have attained to supreme perfection.

From the Seventh Chapter to the end of the R Twelfth Chapger,
everything has been sald about the XENX Absolute Truth, the
Supreme P rsonality of Godhead, Now, the Lord Himself is attempting
to further enlighten Arjuna. If one understands this mxas chapter
through the process of philosophical speculation he will come
to an understanding of devotional service. In the Shixtmmax@h
Thirteenth Chapter, it was clearly explained that, by developing
knovledge in the attitude of huminilty, there is the possibility
of being freed from material entanglement. It has also been
explained that it is due to association with the modes of Nature
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that the living entity is entangled in this material world.
Now, in this chapter, the Supreme Personality will explain
vhat those modes of Nature are, how they act, how they bind
and how they glve lliberation, Although knowledge is in rela-
tionship m to this material Nature and the living entity, the
notvledge explained in this chapter ig said by the Supreme Lord
to be better than the knowledge given so far in other mhagimrxt
chapters. And, by understanding this knowledge, various great‘
sages attain perfection, and transfer to the spiritual world,
Thé Lord is now placing the same know ledge 28 in a better way.
This knowledge is far, far superior to all other processes of
knowledge 80 far ® explained, and; knowing this, many attain
perfections and it is expected & one who understands this knou-
ledée in the Fourteenth Chapter, he will also attain perfection.

Text No. 2

é dam-~-this, nanamé-knowledge, !ﬁéégltxa--taklngSL'dber of,

ana- Hy, ;L____JL&_!--nawre. Agatah--mix attain,

the creation, Bo--never, UYpajdyante--comes in,
lation, La_-;{&hvn uaanmu--bg%{, ca--also,

R g
Translation

By becoming fixed in this knowledge, one can attain to the
tranascendental nature like My own, and not be born at the time

of creation, nor disturbed at the time of dissolution.
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The particular meaning of this verse is that, after ac-
quiring perfect ®» transcendental knowledge, one acquires
qualitative equality with the BSBupremec Personality of Godheaq,
becoming free from the repetition of MEX birth and death. One
does not, however, lose his identity as individual soul, It 1is
understood from Vedic literature that theliberated souls who
have reached the transcendental planets of the spiritual sky
alvays look to the Lotus Feet of the Bupreme Lord, beling en-
gaged in His transcendental loving service, 80, even after lihera-
tion, such devotees do not immixth £h lose thelr individual
identities.

Generally, in the materisl world, whatever knowkedge weo
get 1s contamlnated by the three modes of material Nature. But
knowledge which is not contaminated by the three modes of Ha-
ture is called transcendental knowledge. As soon as one 1is
situated in that transcendental knowledge, he 18 on the same
platform as that of the Supreme Person. Those who have no
knovwledge of the spiritual sky hssd hold that, after being
freed from the material activities of the material form, the
spiritual identity becomes formless, wilthout any baggage.
However, just as there is material variegatedness in this n
world, so, in the spiritual world.;ehere is also variegated-
ness, Those in ignorance of this think that spiritual exis-
tence is opposite to material variety. But actually, in the
spiritual sky, one attains spiritual Form, and there are spiri-
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tual activities; and the spiritual situation is called devo-
tional 1life. That atmesphere is said to be uncontaminated and
one has equality with the Supreme Lord. To have obtainod such
knowledge, one must have developed all the spiritual qualities.
And one who has developed the spiritual qualitics is not af-
fected, either in the creation or in the fmsmin desturction of
this materialworld,

Text No. 3
English Synonyms
&é!&f‘kbs --source of birth, !ggeg-;:;eal material
existence, Brahma--Supreme, Tasmin--in that, @arbham--preg-
nancy, M}--creaze, &han--1, ﬂg&gx_agg;-\:poaelbluby, garva-
bhutanam--atk of all living entities, La_:._gx-enereaner. Ehavati--

becomes, Bharata--0 the son of ERER Bharata.

The sa total material substance, called brahma, is thu.
source of birth, and in that brahma do I create pregnancy. T ‘:
caome the possibilitiea for the births of all living belngs.

This is 2 an explanation of the world: everything that takes
place is due to the combination of kshetra and kshetrajna, the
body and the spirit-soul. This combination of materlal Nature and
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® the 1living entity is made possible by the Supreme God Him-
self, The Maha Tattwa is8 the total Cause of the total cosmic
manifestation; and because in the total subsistance of materlial
cause, there are three modes of Nature, it is therefore some-
times called brahma. In that total substance, the Supreme P:r-
sonality causes pregnancy, so that innumerable universes bec-
come possible, This total material substance, the Maha Tattua,
is described as Brahma in the Vedic literature as follows:
tasmad actad brahma namarutamannam ca jayart. Therefore it is
called Brahma, Into that brahma the seeds of &mh the living
entity are impregnated by the Supreme Person. The twenty-four
elements, bdbeginning from earth, m8 water, fire and ailr, are all
material energy, calleg maha brahma, or the great brahma, the
material Nature: As is explalned in the 8eventh Chapter, beyond
this there is another, superior Nature--the living entity. So
in the material Nature the superior nature is mixed up by the
element of the Supreme Personallity of Godhead and thereafter
all living entities come m=s out as born of this material Na-
ture. fmm

The scorpion lays its eggs in the plles of rice, and gz
sometimes it is said that the scorpion is born out of rice. But
the gt rice is not the cause of the scorpion, Actually, the eggs
vere lald by the scorpion, Bimilarly, material Nature is not
the cause sh of birth of the living entities., The seed is glven
by the Bupreme Personality of Gedhead, and they only seem to
come oud as products of material Nature. And thus every living
entity, according to his past activities, has a different body,
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vithin the carth there are living entitlies, even within the
vater there are living entities, even within the fire there
are living entitlies, all that appearance is due to fhemm the
mother material Nature and My seed-giving process. The purport
is that the living entities being impregnated in the material
world, they come out and forms at the time of creation azmmrit
according to thelr past deeds,

Text No. 5

D =L EP S e an o WD @ EB "> =B w» S ~ @

; r
ttv m of goodness, !gah--modeo of passion,
h
wemodes of lgnorance, éu--thua, m--quauues, tralur*.-———

o

P:—materlal Nature, g_%_gr-produced of , MiBxdhx &’.%‘lﬂ--
m w__q--o the mlghby-armed. ehe--in this body,

Pehipnam--the living entity, Avyayam -ehemﬁm

conition Translation

> > S

The material Nature consists of the three modes--goodness,
as
passion and ignorance. And,/the living entity comes into con-
tact with Rature, he becomes conditioned by these three modes.

Theliving entity, because he is transcendental, has nothing
to do with this material Nature., Still, dcécause he has become
conditioned by the material world, he is acting under the spell
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of the three modes of material Nature. And, becausc they have
different kinds of bodies, in terms of the different aspects
of Nature, they are induced to act according to that Nature.

This is the cause of the varieties of happiness and distress.

Text No. 6 /6/

o SP e A YR D O %P ad D WD w Sv s

Tabra--therecafter, !gtt!gg_ --node® of goodness, Nirmalatvat--
being purest in the materlal world, Frakasakam--1lluminating,

Anamayan--without ;1:6 sinful reaction, $ukha--happliness, @i_eng_--
assoclation, Badhrati--conditions, Jilina--knewledge, #ﬂ@g_--

o~
§ssociation, #a-auo. M«O thre alnless‘\.

Translation

0 sinless One, the mode of goodness, being purer than the
others; is illuminating, and frees one from all sinful reactions.
Those situated in that mode develop knovledgze, and become condi-
tioned by the sense of happiness.,

The living entities conditioned by the material Nature ®»
are of variow types. One is happy, another is very active, and
another is helpless. All these types of psychologlical manifes-
tation are mn 8 causes of the entity's cenditioned status in
Nature. How they are differently conditioned is being explaincd
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in this section of The Bhagavad Gita., First taken is the mode
of goodness. The effect of sy developing &m the mode of good-
ness in the sg® material world is that one becomes wiser than
those otherwise conditioned, A man in the mode of goodness {s
not so much affected by material miseries, and he has a sense
of advancement in material knowledge. The representative type
is the bdbrahmin. The brahmin is supposed to bc situated in the
node of goodnoss, This sense of hsppiness 18 due to under-
standing that,in the modes of goodness, one i8 more or less
free from sinful reactions, XEXKEKXXJRE Actually, in the Vedlc
1iterature, it is said that the mode of goodness mecans more
knowledge and a greater sense of happiness,

The difficulty here is3x8 is that, when ®» a living entity
is sltuated in the mode of goodness, he becomes conditioned to
feeling that he is advanced in knowledge, and is better than
others, In this wvay he bVecomes conditioned. The best examples
are the sclentist end philosophert each is very proud of his
knowledgej and because he generally imporves his living condi-
tions, he feels a sort of material happiness. This scnse of
advanced happiness in conditioned 1llfe makes him bound by
the mode of goodness of daterial Nature. As such, he is p=re
attracted toward working in the mode of goodness; and, as long
as he has an attraction for warklné in that way, he has to take
some type of body in the modes of Nature, There is no likell-
hood of liberation, or of being transferred to the spiritual
vworld. Repeatedly, he may become a philosopher, a scientist, or
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a poet; and, repeatedly, has the same disadvantages of birth
and death, But, due to the illusion of the material energy, he
thinks that that sort of iife is8 m nice,

Text No. 7
English Synonyms
. DR
gg%qnoqﬂ of pansion, Ra -<born of desire or lust,
¥idahy -~know, n&--hankering,a ~-aasoclselon, gamadbhavan- -

produced of, g;--thac, Eibadhai ioxbmmd‘, Kaum;e a--0 bhe son
of KuntX, mﬂm assoclation with m&w ‘activity,
Behinam--of the embodied,

Translaticon

B et E e w B @D

The mode of passion is born of unlimited desires and longlnzs,
0 son of Kuntiy and, on account of this, onz is bound to material
fruitive activities,

Purpart

- 0P W e -

The mode of pession 19 exemplified in the attraction be-
tvesn man and woman, Homan has attraction for man, and man has
attraction for woman, This is called the mode of passion. And,
vhen the mode of passion {s increased, onc develops the hankering
for materinl oenjoyment. He wants to enjoy sense gratification.
For sense gratification, a man in the mode of passion wants

some honor in soclety, or in the nation; and he rants to have



/7 QGEETOPANXSRAD 657

a happy family, with nice children, wife, and house., These

are the products of the e development of the mode of passion.
As soon as one is hankering after these things, he has to work
very hard, And therefore it 18 clearly stated here that he
becomes assocliated with fruits of his activities, and k thus
becanes bound by such activities. In order to please the wife,
the children, and soclety and to keep & up the prestige, onc
hes to work. Therefore, the whole material world is more or
less in the mode of passion. Modern civilization is considered
to be advanced in the standards of the mode of passion. For-
merly, the advanced conditioned was considered to be in the
mode of goodness., Bubt there 18 no liberation in the mode of good-
ness, what to speak of those who are entangled in the mode of

passien.,
Text No. 8

b
icui--modec 42 of ignorance, ig--but. na Jjam-~products
of ignorance, i&ddbl-‘--’-knowlng. m--%, M‘i’dehm-'-
b bl I
of all embodied, ?rwmam’. w:’lmxadu, fidrabh: ), —
sleaps t A I it & o :
Al-h*ﬁ', _tg%_-_-thu, Rthudnan rn_;bwmac;--imﬁ‘f Pharata--0 the son
A ; b indn

of Bharata, )
A

0 son of Bharata, the delusion of all living entities is
the mode of ignorance:. The result of this mode is madness, in-
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dolence and sleep, which dind the cenditiened soul,

t

DO w @~

This verse the specific application of the word tu is very
significant, This means that £x2 » tvo verses explain in the
modes of goodness and tre modes of passion, the modes of ig-
norance is very gmmudwt: peculiar as qualification of the em-
bodied soul, This mode i of ignorance i{s Just the opposite of
the mode of goodness, In the mode of goodness, by development
of knowledge, st one can understand what is what. And the modes
of ignorance 18 just the opposite. Everyone under the spell
of the mode of » ignorance becomes mady and a madman cannot
understand what is what. Instead of making advancement, they
become degraded, The definition of the mode of ignorance is
stated in the Yedr Vedic literature: under the spell of ig-
nerance, Gne cannot understand the thing as it is. For exam-
ple, everyane can gee that his grmmitxil grandfather has died,
and therefore he will also diej man is mortal. The children
that he has progenited elso die. So death is sure. Btill,
people are madly accumulating money, and working very hard
all day and 4 night, without any care for the eternal spirit.
This is mmdness. In their medne#s, they are very reluctant to
maks advancement in epitfliml understanding. Buch people are
very laey, When they are invited to asseciate for spiritual
understanding, they are not much Lnieresbed. They are not even
active like the man who is¢ eonducted by the modes of passion;
And 80, anether sympiore of 8 one embedded in the modes of ig-
norencs is that he sleeps more than is required, S8ix hours of
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sleep is sufficient; but a man in the mode of ignorance sleeps
at least ten or twelve hours a day. Such a man appears to be
always dejected,and is addicted to intoxicants and sleeping.
These are the symptoms of a person conditioned by the modes
of ignorance.

Text No. 9

DS WP e O D SO W D e P O =

develops, Rajah--mod® of passion, -fruiti/of activities,

BREX Fhirata:-0 dhe son :{ Bharata, Jhianam--knowledge, Avrtya--
buts  gramides = —
covering, &-m, ,amg--m --develops, ’\_(g_--

1t 1s satd WL‘\\"RMQ-_&WE%Z— __ T‘M—’

Iranslation o A

The mode of goodness conditions one to happiness, passion
conditions him to the fruits of action, and ignorance to madness.

A person in the modes of goodness is manifested that he
is satisfled sk which is ell work of intellectual pursult just
1ike a phllocopher. sclentist, education is always engaged in
a particular pursuit of knowledge and he is satisfied in that
way. But & man in the modes of p::uen, if there is a mixture
of goodness also then he smxm/engaged in frult of activity,
he owns as mich as he can and spends in good causes. BScmetimes



14/9 GEEBOPANISHAD 660

he tries to open hodpitals, gives to simake charity institutions,
these are the signs of modes of passions And the modes of ig-
norance covers knowledge first a fool and all his activities jus ¢t
in the opposite direction, either from sm modes of passion or
modes &g Of gesdm goodness. The prime activity of the modes of
ignorance is that whatever one does in the modes of activity,

it is nelther good for him, nor for anyone,

Text No. 10

§ e iz
A&_’-:-ll moded of passion, tml!--modep of ignorance, 'é_._-_-
also, m-b-auo surpassing, gattvam-modesd of m. tni:\
: Q DR —
vatig-becomes prominent, Bharata--0 son of Bh*nta, M--modeo

of passion, $attvam--modeg of @g, 20@-%&? of ignorance,
A.A.A..zg'

gak--aleo, --11ke that, j__u.m_n_h_r--mod}' of igaarence, fattvam--

modef of ) wlh--uoﬂqb of pesdlion, pthi--as in this,

———a e =

S8imetimes the mode of passion becomes prominent, defeating
the mode of goodness, O son of Bharata; and sometimes the mode
of goodness defeats passiony and again the mode of ignorance
defeats goodness and passion. In tr;l.a way, there is ever a com-

patition for supremacy.

Vhere the mode of passion is prominent, the modes of good-
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nesp and ignorance are defeated, Where mode of goodness is mz®
prominent, pasdsion and ignorance are defeated. And, vhen mode
of lagnorance is prominent, passion and goodness are defeated,
This competition is always going on. Therefore, one who is ac-
tually intent on advancing in Krishna Consciousness has to tran-
ecend these three modes, The prominence of some certain mode

of Nature is manifested in one's dealings, in the natureof

his activities, in the matter of eating, etc, ALl this will

te explained in later chapters. But if one wants, he can develop,
by practice, the mode of goodness, thus defeating the modes of
ignorance and passion. One can likewise develop the mode of
passion, defeating goodness and ignorance. Or, one can develop
the mode of ignorance, defeating goodness and passion. 8o,
although there are &hea these three modessf of material Nature,
if one is determined, he can be blessed in the mode of good-
nessj) andy by transcending the mode of goodness, he can be
situated in pure goodness, which is called bashudova state

and in which ene can understand the science of 0od, By mani-
festation of particular activities, it can be understood in
what mode of Nature one is situated,

Text No. 11

Qarvnnvar00u~-all the he nan--ln this bdody,
\y
irakads--quallcy of {llumination, Ppajayate--develops, énnnam--
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lmowl.odge, Yada--when, Fada--at that time, M--mc know,
-u% Sattvam--modey of m _%—-thus,

ta--sald,

The manifestation of the modes of goodness can be ex-
perienced when all the gates of one's body are illuminated by
Kknowledge.,

There are nine gates in tha g» body: two eyes, two ears,
two nostrils, the mouth, the genital and the anus. In every
gate, when the symptomt of goodness 1g illuninated, Lt should
be understood that he has developed the modez of goodness. In
the mode of goodness, one ean see things {n the right position.
One can hear things in right position. One can & taste things
in the right position. It becomes cleansed inside and outside.
In every gate there is development of the sgp symptoms of happi-
ness and that is the position of goodness,

Text No. 12

ébhnh--&‘ft,‘ élv;ttg—‘ ~hankering, é’ ambhah--endeavor,

--of o.ctlvluu, ffaman <-nondcentrellable, Fpri¥--de-

sire, M of passion, Etani--all this, t& ante~--de-
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5

velop, tlvrdgggo-when there 18 excess, RAITRtxya atarsabha--

desceadats
O the chlef of the ﬁ*;eends of Bifarata.
A

0 the chief of the descends of Bharata, When there is in-
crease of the modes of passion, the symptom of great attachment
undertalnking and undertaking, all these symptoms are developed.

Purport

One in the mods of passion is trying to separate with
the position he has already acquired and he has still more
hankering for increasing his position. And he wants to con-
struct for residential heam houses and he tries his best to
have a residential house as 1if all the time he would be adle
to reside in that residential house. And he develops a great
hankering for sense gratification. There is no end to sense-
gratification. Be always wants to remain in family connéction,
in house, and continues the process of sense gratification.
Theye 19 no cessation of this. All these symptoms should de
understood as the development of the ayp symptom of mode of

passion.,

Text No, 13

English Synanyms e
LY
_,\ darg h et
M;-M ‘tleasure, Apravrttiy--witeen Berdty, Ca -
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gganidgﬁ-ntdneas. Moha--tiiusion, Eva--certainly, Ca--also,

b | jnnna*-sot the modegp of ignorance, gbihl--cfgfhis, ayante--
becomes manifested, zivrddhe-ébéfag-ﬁiﬂflﬁﬁfa, Kurunandana--0
> et i i

t+he son of Kuru.

Translation

B Go e 6D D o @b =0 @D o= D

0 son of Kuru, when there is an incréase of the mode of
ignorance, madness, illusion, inertia and darkness are mani-
fested.

Purport

- D w @ e W e

Without any illumination means want of knowledge, prac-
tically no knowledge and in reference to work in regulative
prlﬂclple, want to act whimslically without any gm» purpose. Even
though one has got & tho ecapscity to work, still there is no
endeavor. This is called illusion and wnder a false impression
and consciocusness going on, inactive life, Thege are the symp-
toms when there is increase in the modes of ignorance.

Text No. _1‘&
,L"SJ&L/E‘—\.
English Synonyms
fadd~-when, Battve- es_of goodness, Fravrddhe--develop-
ment, fu--but, Pralayam- » Yabti--goes, Pehabhrt--
k/ (S - [T Lot Saqes,
embodied, fadG--at that time, unmum-&gixz_meﬁm
LS Qb"dd.n!'.;

_perstn; LoXins-the planets, inalin--pure, Pratipadyate--attends,
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Translation

When one dies in the mode of goodness; he attalns to the

pure higher planets.

Sinless persons approech. Those who are worshippers
Hionopapa, he attains higher planetary system just like k moha
loka, jone loka and there they enjoy xm2 godly happiness. The
word amalan is significant; it means free from the modes of passion
and ignorancs., There arc k% dirty things in the material world and
the mods of gonodness 1s the purest form of existence in the material
world: Therefore ghas there are different kinds of planets; different
kinds of 43 living entities, for those who pick thelr death in the
mode of goodness they're elevated to the planets where people, living

entities, great sages and great devotees live.

Text No. 15

A

c\*‘“&’ has
English Synonyms

O O o WD e wo - -

I»',c LoE-’/‘\ ”

. _ &
asl--in passion; prel am-fﬁif:é&en v&--attaining
Rajasi P » prelayag--a2lae a\ﬂﬁgl.- ’
--in the assoclation of fruity activities, géyate~-

. Y .
take place, gathio-therearter, zraun;--bemg&?e‘ivo‘fud, _i’a.masi--

in ignorunce,‘!gggg--animal, Yonisu--species, Jayate-~take birth ,

L KRR R R i

One who dies in the mode of passion takes birth emong those
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engaged in fruitive activities, and one who dies in the mode of
{gnorance takes % birth in the animal kingdom.

Yy

Some peopl have the impression that, when the soul reaches
theplatform of £ human life, he never goes down again. This is %n»
incorrect. According to this verse, 1f one develops the mode of
ignorance, after his death he is degraded to the animal form of
11fa. From there ® one has to again elevate himself by ®» evolu-
tionary process, gfs= to come agaln to the human form of life., There-
fora, those who are actually serious about human life, should take
to tha mode of goodnessj and in good association transcend, to
becom? situated in Kriahna Consclousness. This is the alnm of
human ilfe. Otherwise, there is no guarantec knk that the hme

human being will sgain attain to thé human status. There is no

guarantees.
Text No. 16
44ﬁd~&’
English slnogxgg pwﬂpl %%P
KE¥RN !n_gg._;n_g--ot mgh g tuxa-f’;ﬁ _A__q__--m

said, Battvikanm --eifﬁhe modes$ or goodness, ﬁlrmalam-gpu=&££ed

/Aum--ruuu, i--of the modeg of puaim.vf;___ 4%”

MK Duhkham éggi;a.ﬁiﬁ{\\} --or the modes of 1gnorance, Pnalnn--
)

_l_'_ellﬂ.t s T MN"-““A‘Q‘
W Sex AW"'D

A
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By scting in the mode of goodness, one becomes purified;
wmrkd works done \n the mode of massion result in distreass, and

action performed in the mnde of {iunorance results in foolishness.

The result of plous activities in the mode of jyoodness is
purifieds and thorefore the sagos ®» vho nre free from all illu-
sion ars xet situated in happiness. Similarly, activities in the
mode of passion are slmpiy rmiserable. Any activity for material
happiness is bound to be defeated. If, for example, you want to
have a akyrcraper, it is not x easily done. 80 mich human nisery
has to be undergone bverore a bLig ékyacraper can be bullt. The
financi@r has to take much trouble to earn the mass of wealth,
and thote who ere slaving to construct the building have to
render physical toil. The miseries arec there., Bhagavad Gita says
that in any activity done mtkxz under the spell of the mode of
passion; there is definitely great misery. There may be a little
so-called mental happlness; & I have this house or this money;
but this is not actuml happiness. 8o far as the modes of ignorance
are concerned, the performer is without knowledge. And therefore
all his activities result in present m%tery, and afterwards he will
80 on toward animal life. Animal life is always mltotub#a, although,
under the spell of the Illusory Energy, Maya, the anlma;g do not
understand this. Slaughtering poor animals--this is due to the
modes of ignorance. The mmmk animal killers do not know that, in

|
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the future, the animal will have a body sultadble to kill them. That
is the law of Nature. In human society, if you kill a man you

will have to be hanged. That is the law of the state. Because of
fignorance, people do not perceive that there is a complete state
of the SBupreme Lord; and every living creature is the son of the
Supreme Lord. The Bupreme Lord does not tsa fsi® tolerate even en
ant being killed., One has to pay for it. 80, indulgence in the
matter of animal killing for the taste of the tongue is the gozs
grossest kind of ignorance. A human being has no need to kill arbé
animals, because 06d has supplied so many nice things. And so, if
he Sstntgasms indulges anyway, it is to be understood that he 1is
acting in ignorance and is making his fupure very dark, Of all
kinds of animal killing, the killing of the cows is most = viclous,
because the cow gives us all kinds of pleasure by supplygng milk.
If we kill the cow, this is an act of grossest type of ignorance.
In the Vedic literature we find godhih trinitamatsaram. This mcans

that one who, being fully satisfied by the milk supply, is de-
sirous of killing the cow, is in the ge2 groesest ignorance, We
find a prayer in the Vedic literature about Lord Krishna as £x
follows: namo brahmanaya devaya. The purport i{s that Lord Krishna

offers respectful obeisances 2x with the feeling that My Lord You
are the well-wisher of the cows and the brahmins and then you are
the releaser of the entire human soclety and entire world. The
purport is that a special space has dbeen glven in that prayer
protection of the cows and the brahmins., Brahmins are the sym-

. bol of spiritual education and cows are the symbol of supplylng

the most valuable food, so these two living creatures, the brahmins
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and the cows, must be given all protection-<that is the kind of
real advancement of civilization. In modern human society, spiri-
tual knowledge is neglected and cow killing &n is encouraged. It
is to be understood, then, that human socliety is alds advancing in
the wrong direction, and is clearing the path to its own con-
demnation. A structure of civilization which guldes the citizens
to become animals in their next lives is certalnly not human clvili-
egation. The present human civiliszation is, of course, grossly mis-
led by the modes of passion and ignorance. Therefore it is very
risky and the age of all the nations and society should take care
of it and they should provide the easiest process of Krishna Con-

sclousness to save the humanity from the greatest type of danger.

Text No. 17

T S V- -
lnttvat-fg;htkmodel of goodness, g!giggggggodevelgps)Qﬂanam--

") V%ﬁt >
knowledge, ggglluérvom the modes of passion, Lobhar- E;;?%, éva--

A R e dﬁﬁﬁiﬂi v
certainly, EKE Ga--also, t;annda-:g%?goyg, Mohauy--1 anas o--

o~ ~ -~ A

from the modes of 1snorance,.!ggxgggi-developk {%gﬁinam~-nansense,

Eva--certainly, ga--also.

| Translation

From the mode of goodness real knowledge develops; from the

mode of passion, grief developsjand from the mode of ignorance, foollsh-

ness, madnegs and {llusion develop.



The present civilization, belnyg not very ceanyenial to the
living entitles in terms bpm both of the preseat and the future,
Krishna Conscliousness 18 recomaended, The reason is that, by
Krishna Consciousness, the soclety will develop the mode of yood-
neas, Where the wode of goodness 18 developed, people will see
things as they are, In the mode of ignoyance, pecple are Just
like aniuals who cannot see things clearly, In the mode of Llyg-
norance, for example, they do not see that by killing one ani-
wal they are taking a chance of belng killed sh by the = saae
anlmal ln the next life, 8ort of dsax divislon because he has
no education in the actual knowledge, he becowed irresponsible.
80 to stop his irresponsibility educational propaganda for de-
veloping the modes of goodness of the p people in general must
be there, When they are actually educated in the mode of good-
neas, they will become sober, iln full knowledyge of things as they
are. And the result will be that they will be happy and p8 pros-
perous. Even if the mujpriyx® majority of the people aren't happy
and prospergus, Lf a certaln per centage of the human population
develops in Krishna Consciousness, becomes slituasted in the mode
of goodness, then there 18 the posalbllity for peace and pros-
perity all over the world, Otherwiase, L1f the worlid is devoted to
the modes of passion and lgnaorance, there cun be nQ peass or
prosperity, By encouraging the mode of paseion, people becowe
greedy; and thelr hankering for sense enjoyuwent will have no

limit, One can see that, even 1f one hus engugh money and adequate
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ASTRARER arrangement for sense gratification, there is h no happd
happiness, nor peace of the mind. That is not possible, because
he is situated in the mode of passion. If he wants happiness at
all, his money will not help himj he has to elevate himself to
the mode of goodness by practicing Krishna Consciousness. One
engaged in the mode of passion is not only unhappy with his mind,
but his profession and occupation are also very troublesome. He
has to devise so many pan plans and schemes to acquire enough
money to maintain his status quo. Which is all miserable. Althoush
there may be a little mental distraction, so much things, that is
mentally concection, it has no practical value. In the modes of
ignorance, people become mad, Being distressed by their circum-
esnaceq, they take center of lneoklcatlon, and thus they sink tnp

into nﬂl.l. more ignorance. Their future in life is very dark.

Text No. 18

!____“Jwé/’“ ;O_t_c____}.--seel, !attvutm\l‘ -one who 18

situated in the node of goodness, Mxthys Hadhye--in the middle,

Zisthan 1--‘% Jijasgh-«those m who as are situated in the mode

of pa.ulen, m num. #n_a_‘--qualny, Vrtuar.ni\-’—-occupa-
: 7 A

- - -

tion, M -down, & ti--go, Famasih--Fersons ln?;odeo of 1g-

norance,
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Translation

Those situated in the mode of goodness gradually go upwards
to the higher planets; those in the mode of passion live on the
earthlike planets; and those in ignorarice go dovn to the % hex
hellish world,

In this verse the results of the three modes of Nature are
more explicitly set forth. There is an upper planetary system,
consisting of theheavenly planets, whepe everyone is highly
elevated, 80, according to the degree of development of the mode
of goodness, the living entity & can be transferred to various
planets in this system. The highest planet 1is Batyaloka, or
Brahmaleka, where the prime person of this universe, Lord Brahma,
resides. We have seen already that we can hardly calculate the
wondrous condition of life in Brahma Loka. The highest condition
of life, the mode of goodness, can bring us to this, The mode of
passion is m xed, It is in the middle, between the modes of good-
ness and ignerance. A person is not always pure. But, even if he
should be purely in the mode of passion, he will simply remain on
this Barth--as a king or a rich man. But, because there are mix-
tures, one can also, sometimes,go down. People on this Earth, in
the modes of passion or ignorance, cannot forcibly approach the
higher planets by machine. And, in the modec of passion, there is
the chance of becoming, in the next life, rad. Because all men are
not on the same level, those developing the mode of passion may
become human in the next life. And the lowest quality, shemthk the
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mode of ignorance, is described here as abominable. The result of
this developing ignorance is very, very risky. It is the lowest
quality in material Nature. Beneath the human level there are eight
million species of life: birds, besats, reptiles, trees, = etc.
And, according to the development of the mode of ignorance, people
are brought dowvn to such abomimable conditions. The word tamasah
is very significant here. Tamasah means those who stay continually
in the modes of ignorance without any change, T¥ Their future i=s
very dark, These is so0 many chance for gtt giving § opportunity
both to the men in modes of ignorance the modes of passion for
being elevated to modes of goodness, and that system is called
Krishna Consciousness. But one who R does not take advantage of
such nice society mmxtmiin certainly they are smmXtnsm continually
in the modes of ignorance & and the result is ignorance.

Text No. 19

fa--never, fnyam--other than, ﬁggbnzm--rrom  the qualities,

— _ 7 2 A
§ggtural-the performer, xnda--uhen, as tBsanupas abl-AFeesproperly,

duned ca--from the modes of nature; g!gan~-transcendental,

. b i
ipttl--know. !%ﬂbhi?an-qay epiritual nature, gg%rhe, #dhlggccgggt --

is promoted,

When you see that there is nothing beyond these modes of Nature



14/19 GEETOPANISHAD 674

in all activities--and that the Supreme Lord is transcendental to
this, then you can know My spiritual Nature,

One can transcend all thesea activities of the modes of ma-
terial Nature simply by understanding them properly, learning
from the proper &ast souls, The real spiritual master is Krishna,
and He is imparting this spiritual knowledge to Arjuna. BSimilarly,
it is from those who are fully in Krishna Consclousness that one
has to learn this science of the real situation of activities, in
terms of the modes of Nature. Otherwise, his life is very wrong.
By the instruction of a bona fide spiritual master, a living en-
tity can know of his spiritual peststenk position, his material
body, his senses, how he is % entrapped, and how he 18 under the
spell of the material N modes of Nature, He is helpless, being
in the grip of these modes:. But when he can see his real posl-
tion, then he can attain to the transcendental platform, having
the scope for spiritual life, Actually, the 1living entity is not
the performer of different activities. He i8 forced to act dbe-
cause he is situated in a particular type of bedy, conducted hy
somo particular mode of material Nature. Unless one has the help
of spiritual authority, he cannot understand what position he is
actually situated in. But with the association of a bona 24k
fide spiritual master, he can see his real pst position; and, by
such an understandings he can become fixed in full Krishna Con-
sclousness. A man in Krishna Consciousness {8 not controlled by

the spell of the material modes of Nature. It has alrcady been %
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stated in the Beventh Chapter that one who has surrendered to Krishna
is relieved from the activities of the material Nature. Therefore,
for one who is able to see things as they are, slowly the influence

of material Nature ceases,

Text No. 20

English Synonyms

M-’-quanues, #_@-‘-an these, Atitya--transcending,
,t.rln_-ot;}ee, ‘ﬁ_g_l};-l_.--body, p_g:g%—-body. famudbhavan--»m produced
of, Janma--birth, g-_g,y_m_x;death, ;[_A--om age,‘@_._xg.-du-
tresses, ¥Yimut ! gq-m being freed from, g:_b__«nectarq_h__,‘ Ll
x5 M—-%M -

Tranll.auon

When he 8 able to transcend those three qualities, the
embodied datg dbeing can become free from birth, death, old age

and their ra resultant distresses, and can enjoy nectar even in

this life,

How one can stay: in the transcendental position, Em even in
this dbody, in full Krishna consclousn;u'. is explained in this
verse, The Sanskrit word Dehi means embodied. Although he is
within this materieal body, by his advancement in spiritual know-

ledge, he can be free from the influence of the modes of Nature.
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He enjoys the resultant happiness of spiritual 1ife even in this
body, because, afterk leaving this body, he is certainly going
to the spiritual sky, But even in this body he enjoys spiritual
happiness. In other words, devotional service in Krishna Con-
sciousness always engaged in the activities of Krishna 18 the
sign of liberation from this material entanglement and this very
fact will be explained in the Eighteenth Chapter. When sa one

is freed in such a way from the influence of the R modes of ma-

terial nature, he enters into the devotional service.

Text No. 21

"
L uvaca--Arjuna said, geﬁbg-by which, Lir &-Bymptoma,

Zrin--three, & Qgg;é}-quallelea, tan--all this, Aﬁltg=-transcend,
Bhavati--become, ﬁabhg--“.y Love, g--éé-‘f, Z_@ﬂ%-behavlor,
KXXE Xatham--what, ¢ad--also, Eﬁilllg%i. trin--three, Quqin--quall-

ties, Ativartate--transcend.
Atlvartate

Arjuna enquired: O my dear Lord, by what symptoms 18 one tran-
scendental to these qualities known? What is his behavior? And, how

does he transcend the modes® of Naeure}
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In this verse, Arjuna's questions are very nice. He wants
to know what the symptoms of such a person, who has already
transcended the modes of material qualities, are. The first
question is that what are the symptoms of such transcendental
person, how one can understand that he » has already transcended
the influence of the modes of material Nature, The second ques-
tion is how he live what his activities whether regulated or non-
regulated, these synspiz symptoms are to be known and then he
inquires what are the means by which he can attain such tran-
scendental nature, that {s very important. Unless one knows the
direct means by which one can de situated always transcendentally,
there is no pesmthtt possibility of showing the symptoms. Bo all
these dueotlona put by Arjuna arevery important and the Lord will

answer gradually,

Text No. 22

van uvaca--the Supreme Perccnaltty of Godhead said,

- e o~
ct-illlumlnaeLm?klvgttlmfcu-}attachmnta fioham--11-

a--also, Pindava--0 the son of 2anda Pandu-, !a dvesti--

does not hate, aagprgggtbinl--llbhough developed, Na nlvii}tlnl--
hxor S s

—aet#hﬁf stop development, KAf ti--desires.
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£% The Supreme Personality of Godhead salds He who neither
hates nor desires the development of the three qualities of {1l-

lumination, attachment and delusion,

Text No. 23

]ldulmvj -)-ue—t-.line neutral, QLng;-suuaeed, guna ! Lh—-by

the qualities, __q)\--cne who, Ha--never, ¥temtysa Yica gate--is

Sl —
agitated, gug_ui-the ouauues. yartan ta--1s situated, g#eva--

knmt knowing thus, !g;-me who, Avatisthatli--remains, Na-never,

/m_mr{r’rwwf‘—mﬁh

o ,Y\R.u'
/(\/,‘l‘%"ﬁ‘ Translation

F

% who is transcendentally mft situated, zms remaining neutral
through all these reactions of the quallities, thinking that they

may work, but that he is transcendental,

Text No. 24

J"u:‘éﬁ—t:d_— h v .
m--egg&ly, g_\%h_@_g--dutreu ’ !ukmh--u happiness, évnt.nah--

Lol
being situated,himself, ! a-equly. gg_g_a_--m % -tablcs,

!..ic !--8016’ M—equlu d’s.pued’ m. X
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a,“\(:r':c“
undesirable, ﬂn[rg;--ateadny, Tulya--equally, NXKK Lndiv-v-‘-tnt/!‘af- ’

mation, E,t_n_i,’;_-_h-;t_u_r_._m,-l'puuﬁg of -sedp, Lt/

Translation

L L X P X Y R X ¥ ¥ 3

He who looks mm equally upon happiness and distress, upon a
table, a stone or a plece of gold, who is equal toward the de-~
&r% sirable and the undesirable, steady and weRtnsituxtmstyxin

well-gituated in defamation or adoration;

Text No. 25 \ N—
-~ X0

English Synonyms

_ e . h | b
ﬁma--henorw dishonor, Tu --equally, fuga;;

eauaily, ;Lu_a--rrlend, 4ri--eneny, m-%iuby. Sarval--
P8 --endeavor, TATRRyngiR Paruxgg_l_‘--renouncer, -~

transcendental to the material modes of}(ture, Q};m, !J_c_,y_a;._t_e.-o-t:sald.

Acawbhah—

Translation

He is said to be transcendentally situated when he treats
equally both hanor and dishonor, dboth friend and enemy, and is
not engaged in material activities. That is the position of tran-

scendence over the three modes of Nature.

- e D o e -

Arjuna had submitted the three im different questions, and
the Lord is answering oene after another. In these verses, beginning
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from 22 up to the end of 25th verse, the L£tyms first answer is
gliven that a person transcendentally situated fmwkz is without
any enviousness and without any hankerinz for anything. This neu-
tral stage when a living ~ntity stays in this material world em-
bodied by the material body he i to be understood that certainly
he is under the control of elﬁher of the three modes of material
Nature. When actually out of this body then he 18 out of the clutches
of the material modes of Nature, therefore so long as he 18 not
out of this material body he should be neutral. He should engage
himself in the devotional service of the Lord, so that his iden-
tity with this material body will automatically be tmrymts for-
gotten, because when we are in mmne consciousness of this material
body then we act only for sense gratification. But when we tran-
sfer the consclousness to Krishna, the consciousness of this ma-
terial dbody, sense gratification automatically stops. He does

not have to have shtwx this material body. Neither does he ac-
cept the dictation of the material body. The qualities of the
materidl mmk modes in this body they will m act certainly, dbut as
epirit soul he is alocof from such activitics, Hsuxdn Nmwxh How
becomes aloof? He does not desire them to enjoy mm nelther does

he desire to get out of it. Such transcendental situation of the
devotee makes him automatically free. He hasn't got to try for
becoming free from the influznce of the modes of materlal HNature.
The next question is what are the dealings of such transcendentally
situated person, The materially situated person is affected by
so-called honor and dishonor offer te the body, but the transcen-
dentally situated person 18 not affected by such false honor, dis-
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honor. He stays in the performance of his duty in Krishna Con-
sciousnecss and does not mind whether a man honors or dishonors
him. He accepts things that is favorable for doing his duty in
Krishna Consciousness othervise he has no mi necessity of any-
thing material either a stone or gold. He takes everyone as his
dear vho helps him {n his ar execution of duty in Krishna Con-
sciousness, snd he does no’ hate his so-called enemy, He is enually
f reposed nand seen everything on cqual level because he knowe
perfectly well that they are material and he has nothing to do
with material existence., Soclal, political does not affect him
because he knows the situation of such temporary upheaval and
dlsturbances, He does not also attempt anything for his attach-
ment. He can attempt every- which was done in Krishna Consclous-
ness, but for his personal self # he does not attain anything new,
By such behavior one becomes actually transcendentally situated,

Text No. 26
English Synonyms
_ b _
Han--unto Me, fa--also, !%prerson, Avysbhicarena-4y .
)
w, ] -«by devotional service, évate--rendera{_ ya

service, _a_%‘--he, Qg'#::-au the modes of maberlal/(‘ture, banati -

transcending, Zimm ftan--all this, txdg%h‘y&a--to be elevated
on the Brahma;pl.atrcrm, Kalpate--1s considered,
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Trans lation

One vho is engaged in full devotional service, md unfailing
in all circumstances, at once transcends the modes of material Na-

ture, and thus comes to the level of Brahman bliss.

This verse is a reply to Arjuna's third question: m what is
the means of attalning to the transcendental poeition? As ex-
plained before, the material world is acting under the spell of
the modes of material Nature. One should not be disturdbed by the
activities of the modes of Naturej but, instead of putting his
consciousness into such activities, he may transfer his con-
sclousness to Krishna activities. This Krishna activities are
Known as bhaktiyogal mimw always acting for Keishna. Tnis in-
cludes not only Krishna, but His different plenary mxgt expan-
sions Rt such as Rama and Narayana, He has {nnumerable expansions.
Anyone who is engaged in the sezwet service of any of such Forms
of Krishna, of Krishna, or of Hisg plenary expansions, is mx con-
sidered to be transcendentally situated. One should also note
that all the Forms of Krlshng are fully transcendental, blissful,
full of knowledge and eternal. Such personalities of Godhead are
sn omipotent, smminewt omnisclent, and pa possces all transcen-
dental qualities. 80, if one engages himsolr in the service of
Krishna or His plenary sxpansiss expansions with mntxtim un-
faliling determination, although these modes of material nature

are very difficult to overcome, he cen overcome essily. This is
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already explained in the Seventh Chapter. One who surrenders unto
Krishna he at once surmounts thelimits of the influence of the
modes of material Nature, and to be in Krishna Consciousness or
in devotional service means to acquire the equality of Krishna,
Therefore the Lord says My natureof Krishna is eternal, blissful
and full of knowledg=s, and the 1iving entiticsa are part and par-
cel of the Suprems as gold particles and gold simllarly, when
his spiritual position & is as good as gold, as good as Krishna
in quality. The difference of individuality ssmtat continues,
otherwise there {3 no question of bhaktiyoga, Rhaktiyoga means
that the Lord is there, tho devotee is there and the activity

or exchange of love ¥»tm between the Lord and the devotee is
there, Therefora the indlvldualley of two persons 1s the Bupreme
Perscnality of Godheed anﬁ the individual persony otherwise there
is no meqnlng of bhaktiyoga and without being situated on the
same level of transcendental position 1like the Inrd, nobody can &
serve the supreme Lord, Jyst like to p be personal assistant %o
the king one must acquire the & qualifications, so the qualifica-
tion is to deceme Brahma, or freed from all material contamination.
It 1s sald in the Vedic literature: xah=wn E¥EKKNEEKXKENXENEXNN p
brahamna san brahma apyati. One can attain the supreme Brehma by
becoming ssm Brahma, these means jJust becoming qualitdtively one
with Brahma, By attainment of Brahma situation one does not lose

his xt2 Brahma eternal identity as individual soul.
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Text No. 27

English Bynonyms > o

-o q? anernonalrgéghmadyctl. ﬁl--certainly,
a5
-.sgiii ~-I am, !g;tulgn-¢of the tmpmnys imperishabdle,
J_.xgy__n -tmertal, ga--alss, Mnmgn-fesem‘yﬁgj nesya--
mm. L__ﬂ--happlneas . '!mu.m;_--
'*ﬁiiigﬁig' #L;«-alno.

Translation

L. L L L X X X X - J

I am the basis of the impersomal Brahman, which is immortal
and imperishadle, eternal, the constitutional position of ulti-
mate happiness. . '

Purport

The constitution of Brahman is immortality, imperishability,
eternity, and happiness, Brahman is the beginnigg of transcendental
realization. Paramatman, the SBupersoul, is the middle, the second
stage in transcendental realiszation; and the BSupreme Personality
of OQodhead is the ultimate realisation of the Absolute Truth. There-
fore, both Paramatman and the impersonal Brahman are within the
Buprems Person: It is explained in the Beventh Chapter that ma-
terial Nature is the manifestation of the inferier energy of the
Bupreme Lord; and, while impregnating the inferior material Nature
with the fragments of the superior Nature, that is the spirituals
touch in the material Nature, When a 1living entity conditioned by
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this material Nature hmtg begins the cultivation of spiritual
knowledge, he elevates himself from the position of material
existence, and gradually rises up to the Brahman conception of
the S8upreme., This attainment of the Brahman conception of life

is the first stage in self realization. At this staze the
Brahman-realisaed person is transcendental to the materiel posi-
tiony but he is not actually perfect in Brehman realization. If
he wants; he can continue $to stay in the Brahman position, and then
gradually rise up to the Paramatman realization, and then to the
Buprems Personality of Godhead realigation., There are many exem-
ples of this in Vedic literature. The four Kumaras, or Ubishanmy,
were gituated first in the impem inpersonal ammrepkis Brahman
coneeption of thew Pruth, but then they gradually rose to the
plabro&m of devotional service, One who cannot elevate himself
beyond the impersonal conception of Brahman, runs the risk of £
falling down. In the Srinad Bhagwatam it is stated that a person
ray rise to the stage of impersonal Brahman, but, without going
farther, with no information of the Supreme Person, his intelli-
gence 48 not perfectly clear, Therefore, in spite of being zax
raised to the Brahman platform, there is the chance of falling doﬁn,
not being engaged in the devotional service of the Lord, In the
Vedic £&% language it is also sald: raso pal sah rasam hi eva
ayam labthva nandi bhavati. Vhen one understandss the Personality
of God, the Reservoir of Pleasure, Krishna, then he actunlly bte-
comeg transcendentally blissful, The Supreme Lord is full in six

opulences) and, when a devotee approaches Him, they reciprocate

these six opulences. The servant of the king 8 enjoys on an almost



/27 GEFTOPAINISHAD 686

equal level with the king. And sa, oternal happiness, imperishadble
happiness, cternal life--these thinis accompany devotional sorvice.
Therefore, ell conceptions of Rrahman, or eternity, or imperishability
are included #ma in devotional service., They are all subordinato

to a psrson vho is engnged in devotional service,

The living entity, although he is Brahmmn by nature, has the
desirc to lord it over the materlal world, and by this haz falls
down. By his constitutional positlion, a living entity s above
the three modes of material Nature, dbut hls ssscctiation with the
material Nature makes him entangzled in the different modes of
material Naturcef of gzoodness, passion or ignorance, Due to the
assoclation of these three modes of material Hature, his desire
for lording over the material world is therce, By engagedoent in
devotional service in full Krishna Consciousness, he is im-
mediately situated in the transcendental position and his uwalavu-
ful desire to lovd Lt over material Nature is removed. Therefore
the process of devotional service beginning with hcaring, chanting,
rememdering, as they are prescribed nine ftffrensy dlfferent linds
of methods for realizdng devotional service, such things should bde
continued in ths assoclatbn of devotees and gradually by such as- .
sociation, by the influence of the spiritual master, his material
desire to lord it over bacomes vanguished and he is firymly situetad
in the Lord's transcendental loving service. To attain this stase
the mathod @ ¥ in prescribed from the 22nd to the last verne cf this
chapter, Devotional service to the Lord is very simple, to be mn
always engaged in the service of the Lord, to mmz 8 eat the remnants
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of foodstuffs and to smell the flowers offered to the Lotus Feet
of the Lord and to see the places where the Lord in His tran-
scendental rastimes, to read the different activities of the

Lord in terms of His reciprocation of love between the devotees
and to chant always the transcendental vibration Bare Krishna,
Hare Krighna, Krishna Krishna, HareHare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Ramsy Rama R:ma, Here Hare, to observe the fasting days of i¥f
different appearance and disappearance of the Lord and His de-
votees, by following such process one becomes completely detached
from all kinds of material activities and these are the signs of
transcendental position, one who can situate himself in this
Brahmasanjoti or different varieties of Brahma conception, then
naturally he i{s situated in Bratima realigation on the equal level
qualit;tlvely 8 of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta Purports to the Fourteenth Chepter
of Srimad Bhaxmyan Bhagavad Gita, in the matter of the three

modes of material Nature.





