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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN 

Text No. 1 

EQgliBh Synwyms 

frJun� uvaca--Arjuna aaid1 
J" . .  

regulatlonJ of � ecripbttf8ja. ��.w�.;:�· 

.tile$Jiholri 88Bl� �ftf ·II 

or them, jilbhi�.:.taithj lu�:ab·u,: •.. 
. � 

Krishna, fatttam-..;.in gobdnesa, M!!;;.;i;.IJaid, 
1amah--1n ignorance • 

• 

Translation 

Tll 

,. 
· Arjuna inqllired, What is the situation or one who does not 

follow the princ iples or scri�ture, but worships according to his 

own imagination? Is he in goodness, in paslion, or in ignorance? 

Purport 

In the Ill Fourth Chapter, 39th verse, it is said that a 

person faithflll to a particular type or worship gradually be-

comes elevated to the stage or knowledge, and thus att ains the 

higheat perfectionai stage or peace and prosperity. Now, in the 

Sixteenth Chapter , it was condiuded that one who does not follow 

the principles laid down in the d�riptures 18 ealled asura, demon , 

and one who follows the scrlpttttal irtjUocti6ns faithfully is called 

deva; or gOdly. Mow, if bne; with faith; tam follows some rules 
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which are not mentioned in the scripturnl lnjunctlon, Jhlx what; le 

hie poeitlonf Thift doubt of Arjuna ie to be cleared by qu�etlon 

like this. Sometimes it la said that thoee who create �ome sort 

or Ood by altectlng JJ humM being, out or their fa!.th ln him, 

whether that sort or £atth ls in goodness or pnselon or !gnor�nce, 

and wheth�r ftUch persons ere going to ntta!n the perfr.ctlonal 

stage or llre. Whether J.t in possible for them to be sl ttlated in 

real knowledge and tht� elevate themmelves to the high�et per­

fectional stsge. In other words the question ls that one who 

doel not 1.tll follow the rules and regul.atlcma of the scripturea 

but haa got faith in something and worships auch gods and demi­

gods and man but that le eucceserul JZ_. proced�e or not these 

queationa are posed by Arjttng to ltriehna. 

Text Ro. 2 

--------------�-

Jrj;,.,..vin uvica-•the supre��e p.,raonalH,y or Oodhe5d add, 

l!:_kiclbi•-three klnda; ibavatl--becom.e, Sraddhi.--fa1th1 J)ehinim-.. 
� . 

or the embodled; 8&-•that; ··v�niv!Ja·-�ccording to h!s modea or 

material nature, fittvikl-•modef or goodness, *aJaa�•-aldmOde' of 

passion, �--alao, iva--certainly, iim!!�--mode• or ignorance, 

L��t':tia--that, frnl.l--hear rrom Me. 
evv--,t • •  

iH-�u.>' 
� J franalation 

___ .. _______ _ 

D The Supreme Personality or Godhead &nSl'lered 1 According 
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to the modes or nature Required by th� embodied aoul1 there nre 

three klnds or faltht thAt ln the mode of goodneaa, that in paaalon, 

�nd th�t \n lgnoranee. 

Those who knowR the r&.tl�s and regtllnt.t.ons or the scrlptttrea, 

bLtt, 011ti of ln1.lneos or indolence give up 1'ollow1ng thee� rLtle" 

nnd regulatlona are gov�rnl!d by their petrtlcul&r modes ot material 

n�tttre. According to their prevlo-.1s aetlvltlee in the modes of 

goodness, paealon or ignorance, they aertu1re a nstttre which ia or 

n spcclrlc que.llty. This ftBaoclatlon or the living entity wlth 

the dlfferenh modes of nature has been Kaift I!Olng on 'JmlllliU�J 

perpetually since the _llvlng e�tity la ln contact with the ub%al 

rna terlal nature and there tore he acquire�tll different types of · 

�ntallty �.ccordlng t;o hiFJ aseociat1on with the material modes. 

But thla nsture can be changed if such a person mak�s association 

\d.th a bon!!. fldb. ep1rttual m.!utter, ll!ld 1m abides by the rt.tles of 

hil !tplrltu�l muter end the ecr1phll!'es. Gradually, he can change 

his posltldrt ttom lgnora.nee to goodness, or from passion to ��ood­

ne�•. The ccneluelon is that blind .fa! th in n p.artlcular mode o.f 

natllrn cannot help a pers·on to lli.'l! be elevated to the perfection�! 

stng�. One hat' to conelder thifli58 carefully, wlth intelligence, 

and ln the association or a bona tide ap1rltual master. 'l'h•.le one 

cs.n change h!l poeltlan to a particular � mode of Mature. 












































































