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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

Text No. 1

- — - " - . . G . - O =

r[_rjiuna‘,: uvaca--Arjuna sald,

regulatiodfof ey

of them, ;
Krishna, gobdness, Ah#:iBald,

ignorance.
Translation

- Arjuna inquired, What is the situation of one who does not
follow the principles of scripture, but worships according to his

own imagination? Is he in goodness, in pas&ion, or in ignorance?

In the EEE® Fourth Chapter, 39th verse, it is said that a
person faithful to a particular type 6f worship gradually be-
comes elevated to the stage of knowlédge, and thus attalns the
highest perfectional stage of peace and prosperity. Now, in the
Sixteenth Chapter, it was condluded that one who does not follow
the principles lald down in the 8c¢riptures is called asura, demon,
and one who follows the scriptural injunctions falthfully is called

or godly: Now, if one, with falth, f£i® follows some rules
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which are not mentioned in the scriptural injunction, Mx» what is
his position? This doubt of Arjuna is to be cleared hy question
like this. Sometimes it is said that thome vwho create aome sgort
of God by sédecting a human belng, out of thelr falth in him,
whether that sort of falth is in goodness of passion or ignorance,
and whether such persons are going to attain the perfectionsal
stage of life. Whether Lt is possidble for them to be situated in
real knowledge and thus elevate themselves to the highest per-
fectional stage. In other words the question is that one who

does not fa2»® follow the rules and regulations of the scriptures
but has got faith in something and worships such gods and demi-~
gods and man but that 1s successful prad procedure or not these

questions are posed by Arjuna to Krishna,

Text No. 2

‘éggééggQYEn utica--the Supreme P:rsonsality of Godhead gald,
ig%g;ggggathree kinds, égavat1~—become, é}addni-~fa1bh, Dehinam--
of the embodied, §§--thab. QVﬁ?ﬁEvadil-accordlng to his modes or.
material nature, gittvlil—;mode' of goodnesa, Rajasl--mmlmodeg of
passlon, 251--alco, Eva--certainly, 2§g§g§:-mode; of ignorance,

E_r' jL_;-thae, rou--hear from Me.
s

) Pranslation

et D wn D o B i -

X2 The Supreme Personality of Godhead answered: According
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to the modes of nature acquired by the embodied soul, there sare
three kinds of faltht: that in the mode of goodness, that in passion,

rnd that {n {gnorance.

- on B om o

Those who knows the rules and regulations of the scriptures,
but, out of laziness or indolence give up following these rules
nnd regulations are governed dy thelir particular modes of material
nature. According to thelr previous activities in the modes of
zoodness, passion or ignorance, they acquire a nature which is of
a speeific quelity. Thie assoclation of the Living entity with
the different modes of nature has been gasvim going on prraminxidyx
perpetually since the llving entity 18 in contact with the mzimrxk
material nature and therefore he acquiresd different types of
mentallty seccording Lo his association with the material modes,
But this nature can bde changed if such a person makes association
with & bone fide sgpiritual master, and hm abides by the rules of
his mpiritusl mester end the seriptures, Gradually, he can change
his position from ignorance to goodness, or from passion to z90d-
ness. The conclusion 1is that blind faith in a particular mode of
nature cannot help a person to mi2 be elavated to the perfectional
stage. One has to consider things carpefully, with intelllgence,
and in the assocciation of a bona fide spirltual master. Thus one

can change his position to a particular tyaes mode of Natura,


















































































































